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PREFACE 

This paper is one of • series prepared under HEW, Office of Human Development, Grant of National Significance 54-P-71210/Z-01. 
on pertinent issues on planning, administration, monitoring and evaluation in the developmental disabilities formula grant program 
(DDFGP) of Public law 94-103. 

Issues to be addressed in the series are: 

• Prevalence of the Developmental Disabilities 

• Rates of Prevalence of the Developmental Disabilities 

• Characteristics of the Developoentallv Disabled 

• Developmentally Disabled Population Service Needs 

• Approaches to Developmental Disabilities Service Needs Assessment 

• Developmental Disabilities Service Utilization 

• Characteristics of Developmental Disabilities State Planning Councils 

• Caps and Barriers in the Developmental Disabilities Service Network 

• Goals and Objectives of the Developmental Disabilities Program 

• Designs for Implementation 

The analysis presented in each of the issue papers is based on information in Fiscal Year 1978 developmental disabilities state 
plans. As a result, what is presented in each paper is defined, to varying degrees, by the data recorded in the state plans. The 
nature and effect of limitations on specific analyses due to source data problems are described in each paper. 

The preparation of developmental disabilities state plans for Fiscal Year 1978 was a moumental effort nation-vide as well as at all 
jurisdictional levels. The state plans themselves attest to the diligence and care of the investment: over 75% of the 54 state 
plans contain 50 or more of the information requested in the State Plan Guidelines and over 30% of the plans provide 70% or more of 
the information. 

In the Developmental Disabilities Program the "who" is equal in importance to the achievements themselves. Many national, regional 
and state constituents of the program have contributed to the overall excellence of the developmental disabilities state plans by their 
direct support, assistance and spirited debate of planning issues. Frankly, it would be difficult to acclaim each of the over 150 per
sons at national, regional, and state levels who were instrumental in development of the state plans. 

It should be recognized that state level planners and council members who participated in developmentaldisabilities state plan 
development have gathered a substantial information base for the Developmental Disabilities Program. In many instances situational and 
resource difficulties had to be overcome by the councils to produce this meaningful and important document in their states. The Develop
mental Disabilities Program councils and staff are the principal contributors to the content of these papers. 

The staff of each regional developmental disabilities office has'contributed guidance as well as many hours of assistance to both 
the states and DCI technical assistance staff. Regional officers of the Developmental Disabilities Program shared in the primary develop
ment of the developmental disabilities state plans. 

At the national level there has been continued direction, awareness of the importance of the comprehenslve planning mandate and sup
port for the operational effort to enhance state and regional offices, capability to implement the planning guidelines. The Developmental 
Disabilities Office Director, executive staff and those in the Program Operations and Research and Evaluation Divisions were key contri
butors to the momentum of the Fiscal Year 1978 developmental disabilities state plan development effort. 

Final compilation and analysis of the information in developmental disabilities state plans is the result of effort by the EMC 
Institute staff. Data compilation and paper development were conducted by: 

Irwin Schpok, Project Director 
Joan Geller, Task Leader 

Rosemary Davis Lee Koenigsberg 
Janet Elfring John LaRocojue 
Sarah Grannis Gloria Schlosberg ' 
Nary Rita Hanley Marion Walsh 

Consultants 

Frank Leonard 
Ned Vitalis 

Manuscripts were typed by Phyllis Berlin, Debbie Coleman, Rita Floyd and Cassandra Hall. 



APPROACHES TO DD SERVICE NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

This document contains the rationales and sources for DD service 
needs estimates used by forty-three (43) FY 1978 DD state plans. This 
information is intended to be used as a resource by state DD councils in 
assessing the service needs of the DD population. 

The material in this document was collected to facilitate an analysis 
of trends in state DD council perceptions of service need.* The results 
of that analysis are presented in a separate issue paper in this series, 
"Service Needs of the Developmentally Disabled". 

Formulas, sources, and justifications for services needs are given 
here by state for both Direct Services (Table 1) and Support Services 
(Table 2). The basis for service needs most frequently used by the states 
include: consultations with professionals in the field of developmental 
disabilities; review of other states' assessment techniques; and review 
of agency service records or other literature. Only six states conducted 
a survey of the service needs of the developmentally disabled. 

USES OF THE DATA 

This document can be used in the following ways: 

1. To facilitate state Developmental Disabili
ties council decisions about the service 
needs of the Developmentally Disabled popu
lation. Provision of the rationale for 
estimates of needs for each type of service 
used by each state allows council decision
makers to weigh the suitability of each 
needs assumption for their state's purposes. 

2. To provide additional documentation to 
support prior estimates of Developmental 
Disabilities service needs. 

3. As a technical guide for calculation of 
developmentally disabled population service 
needs. The rationales for each type of 
service include formulas and other specific 
criteria which were listed in the state plans. 

LIMITATIONS ON USES OF THE DATA 

While this information is presented here as a potential planning 
resource the user should exercise caution in adopting any of the approaches 
contained herein: 

EMC Institute, Program Issue Review, "Developmentally Disabled 
Population Service Needs". 



o most of the approaches reviewed in this paper 
are based on slightly different methodologies, 
policies, assumptions, research and service 
definitions, some of which were unclear or 
incomplete, or were not even cited in the state 
plans. The resulting service needs thus depend 
to a certain extent on a unique combination of 
the above factors. Approaches from different 
state plans (for example, the School Age Educa
tion rationale from State A and School Age 
Training rationale from State B) should not be 
used together without careful council considera
tion. 

o this information was originally compiled to pro
vide a national profile of state DD council 
perceptions and policies on DD service needs, 
as expressed in the FY 1978 DD state plans. 
Therefore, the approaches cited here do not form 
an exhaustive list, and no judgments are made or 
implied on the validity of these approaches. 
They merely illustrate choices made by state 
DD councils. 
































